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WIOA State Agency Partners
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SUBJECT: Revised Poverty Guidelines for Determining Eligibility for Needs-Related Payments

DATE: May 28, 2026

PURPOSE

This is the transmittal of the revised poverty guidelines for 2026. The tables are used to determine
eligibility for needs-related payments.

ISSUANCES AFFECTED

A. References:
Federal Register/Volume 91, No. 10/Thursday, January 15, 2026/ Notices, Pages 1797-1798.
Department of Health and Human Services; Annual Update of the HHS Poverty Guidelines
WIOA Policy Chapter 5.5.1 - Lower Living Standard Income Level (LLSIL) (July 27, 2007)
WIOA Policy Chapter 7.4.2 - Poverty Guidelines for Determining Amounts of Needs-Related
Payments (July 27, 2007)

B. Rescissions:

WIOA Notice No. 24-NOT-02, Revised Poverty Guidelines for Determining Eligibility (May 19,
2025)

BACKGROUND

The WIOA Policy on Poverty Guidelines provides that revised tables are used in determining needs-
related payments (NRP).

For determining the status of Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) income eligibility,
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please refer to the WIOA Policy on Lower Living Standard Income Level (LLSIL) (July 27, 2007). The
current WIOA Notice for revised tables is available in the WIOA ePolicy Manual on the lllinois
workNet website.

IV. COMPONENTS

Effective for applications taken on or after May 29, 2026, the attached poverty guidelines are to be
used for determining eligibility and the amount of needs-related payments.

V. ACTION REQUIRED
The attached tables should be disseminated immediately to all entities responsible for determining
eligibility for needs-related payments. The attachment of this WIOA Notice should replace those
found in WIOA Notice No. 24-NOT-02.

VI. INQUIRIES

Inquiries should be directed to OET, Mark Burgess at mark.a.burgess@illinois.gov, or Ramon (Ray)
Al-Amin at ramon.al-amin@illinois.gov.

VII. EFFECTIVE DATE
This notice is effective on May 29, 2026.

Vill. EXPIRATION DATE

This notice will remain in effect until amended or rescinded by the Office of Employment and
Training.

Sincerely,

Julio Rodriguez, Deputy Director
Office of Employment and Training

JR:Id

Attachment(s) A - Table A-1, Poverty Guidelines (2025 Poverty Guidelines) and Table A-2,
Poverty Guidelines (2026 Poverty Guidelines)


https://apps.il-work-net.com/WIOAPolicy/Policy/Home
mailto:mark.a.burgess@illinois.gov

Attachment A
WIOA Notice No. 25-NOT-07

POVERTY GUIDELINES
For Determining the Amount of Needs-Related Payments
(Poverty Guidelines for All States, Except Alaska and Hawaii)
TABLE A-1 2025 Poverty Guidelines

These Guidelines are in effect
From: May 19, 2025 to May 28, 2026

Weekly Payment Level
Size of Family Unit Dollar Amount Based on Poverty
Guidelines

1 $15,650 $300.96

2 $21,150 $406.73

3 $26,650 $512.50

4 $32,150 $618.27

5 $37,650 $724.04

6 $43,150 $829.81

7 $48,650 $935.58

8 $54,150 $1,041.35
Additional Member $5,500 $105.77

TABLE A-2 2026 Poverty Guidelines

These Guidelines are in effect
From: May 29, 2026 to: Continuing

Weekly Payment Level
Size of Family Unit Dollar Amount Based on Poverty
Guidelines

1 $15,960 $306.92

2 $21,640 $416.15

3 $27,320 $525.38

4 $33,000 $634.62

5 $38,680 $743.85

6 $44,360 $853.08

7 $50,040 $962.31

8 $55,720 $1,071.54
Additional Member $5,680 $109.23

Revised May 28, 2026
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