
Samantha Locey obtained her GED from Frontier
Community College in 2022. Looking to further her
education, she came to Wabash Area Development, Inc. to
inquire about assistance through the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) program. The
WIOA program was able to provide assistance with tuition,
books, fees, and mileage reimbursement for Samantha to
enroll in the Certified Medial Assistant program at Frontier
Community College in the Fall of 2023. 

All of Samantha’s courses were passed with A’s and one B.
She completed her program internship with Christopher
Rural Health Planning Company in Albion, Illinois. At the
end of the summer semester in 2024, Christopher Rural
Health offered her a staff position due to her good
performance during her internship. 

Samantha is very appreciative of the assistance she
received through the WIOA program at WADI. She loves her
job and is proud of the success she has achieved. 
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The Southern 14 Workforce Investment Board remains certified by the
State of Illinois and eligible to receive Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act funds to help the residents of LWIA #26. The
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act requires that the local
workforce board maintain a majority of their membership from the
private business community. Our area has several open seats in
multiple counties.  Our office is working with these counties to fill
those private business seats.  If you live or work in one of our 14
counties and have any ideas on business leads please call our office!  
Our annual Audit is underway and we have submitted all the required
documentation. We have began the MOU process. The final guidance
was issued on December 4th. The Pre-Planning form has already
been submitted to the state ahead of the December 31st deadline.  
Direct Linkage forms have been distributed to all partners. This is the
first of several steps to organizing the MOU document. We are still
waiting on the State grant. We were given the notice that we were
awarded $114,711 as well as $10,166 is Trade Case Management funds.
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CHANGES?

SDC will start adding new students on December 16th for the Spring
2025 semester.  SDC  has one OJT contract with a solar power
company. They added 2 Youth In-School on Work Experience this
month. One is in Alexander County and the other is in Pulaski
County. In the month of November and December WIOA staff
completed several meetings and trainings.  Those included the R3
Advisory Council Meeting, DCEO Monitoring, a presentation to the
Shawnee College LPN's, ADN's & OTA's about the WIOA program, a
DORS Vocational Rehabilitation roundtable, the Fall Summits at
Shawnee & Vienna Correctional Centers, Truck Driver's Advisory
Meeting at SCC, and WIOA Eligibility Training for newly hired in
Effingham.
·

WADI has one participant completing their welding program this
semester. WADI will also start asking colleges to have Pell Grant
monies pay the first $1500 each semester toward their tuition,
books, and fees. Regarding mileage reimbursement, WADI is asking
each participant to send them their direct deposit information in
order to make processing more efficient. Amy Seidel attended a
WIOA eligibility training in Effingham on December 2nd and 3rd. We
have several dislocated workers from the Baldwin Company
interested in CDL program at IECC.  Last month, Ryan T gave a WIOA
presentation to 13 FCHS students at their career fair as well as had a
table set up in the gym for questions.
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